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INTRODUCTION

Nationally, 60% of marriages now end in divorcel 75%-80% of

divorced parents remarry in 3 to 5 years, and divorce rates in
remarriage are even higher than in first marriages?® In
Kosgcuisko Gounty in 1989 and 1990 combined, there were 1,311
marriages and 1,138 divorces3 That is an 87% ratio! More
importantly, it means that 2,276 adult lives have been turned
upside down. Easily an equal number of childrens' lives have
been permanently scarred. '

Each one of us has been affected in some way by the divorce of
a friend, relative, coworker or acquaintance,

In the past four years since my divorce, I have been involved
in Bible studies, divorce recovery workshops, Sunday school
classes and support groups. These experiences have put me in
touch with dozens of people who share at least one thing in
common - divorce.

Their experiences with churches was varied. After divorce, some
were made tc feel unwelcome in their church, some were openly
ostracized by church members, and some were even asked to leave
the church. The majority did feel welcome in their church.

However, almost all were frustrated that the church they
attended did not coffer any type of ministry that dealt with
their circumstance. In fact, most divorced people with whom I
have had contact said they had a difficult time finding any
type of ministry for single-again families,.

This White Paper is "Step 1" towards filling that gap.

The overall goal of this White Paper is to make it easier for
single-again people to be be aware of, and involved with the
exigting Single-Again ministries, and to induce more churches
to offer this type of ministry. I set out to accomplish this
by meeting the following objectives:

1 . Bottom Line. Boulder, Co. Vol. 11, No. 24,
Dec. 30, 1990.

2 Ibid.

3 Koscuisko GCounty Clerks Office.



1)

2)

3)

&)

Confirm the need for Christian Outreach in Koscuisko County
for single-again families, and increase awareness in the
Christian community of that need.

Tdentify and research existing programs and services that
apply to single-again families.

Provide a listing of those programs/services to all Koscuisko
County Churches and related organizations.

Motivate more churches to become involved in this ministry,
by developing their own ministry and by participating in a
mutually supportive network.



II

THE NEED

Statistics can be made to say whatever you want them to say.
Statistics regarding divorce in this county, however, are very
clear. In 1990, there were 545 divorces granted in Kosculsko
County; in 1989 - 593% In the last 5 years there have been
over 2,000 divorces granted in this county.> That means over
4,000 people have divorced in that period (not including those
who divorced twice.)

The rate of divorces per vear has skyrocketed from 280 in 1984
to 545 in 1990, yet the number of marriages has remained
relatively constant (651 in 1984, 656 in 1990).5 Therefore, the
ratio of divorces to marriages has jumped from 43% in 1984 to
83% in 1990 - almost double! {(Compare that to the 60% divorce
rate in the United States.)

In 1988, 6.6% of the county population (then 63,800) were
single parents.?” That is over 4,200 single parents (and don't
forget the non-custodial parent) in the county the year before
the divorce ratio nearly doubled.

Since no numbers are available, we can only estimate the total
number of single-again adults there are in Koscuisko County.
Based on the research I have done, and the statistice shown
above, I estimate there are easily over 10,000 adults in this
county who have been divorced forl3d years or less.

Admittedly, not all people who get a divorce are devastated,
struggling or even saddened by their divorce. And many do not
feel inclined to turn to God, the church or any type of
"religion" for help. But every single person who divorces must
go through a transition from their married life to the new life
that awaits them. And this is a time when most consider and
evaluate what is important to them. They are ready for change,
and eventually for growth and rebuilding in their lives.

4 Koscuisko County Clerks Office.

5 Ibid.

6 Ibid.

7 U.S. Census Bureau: County & City Datsa Book, pp. 845.



The lives of most divorced and their families are affected
socially, financially, emotionally and spiritually at the very
least., What better time for the church body to reach out to
them and say, '"God loves you. We love you. And we are here to
help you and support you in any way we can."
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THE RESEARCH

The survey (see Appendix A) was a vehicle in which I could
identify existing church ministries, organizations and agencies
that address the needs of single-again families. I also hoped
to determine if local clergy were aware of the scope of this
potential ministry, and whether they were aware of other
ministries, organizations and services in the county.

I had intended to contact every church in the county. I called
each church at least twice (at different times of the day and
week). However, I was only able to complete the survey with
representatives (98%Z of them ministers) of 47 of the 106
churches in the county. I do feel this provided an accurate
cross section of the county churches with regard to size,
location and denomination.

Due to the varied responses, specific results of the survey are
too numerous to mention here. Below is a summary of the results.

1) Less than 1/4 had any type of ministry for single-agains
(this includes a single/single-again mix).

2) Most were aware that there is a "potentially large” ministry
for single-again families. Most were encouraging. However,
relatively few (that didn't already have a ministry) showed
interest in developing anything within their church for
single-agains.

3) Few knew how many of those who attended their church were
single-again. The responses (mostly guessges) indicated that
about 8% of those who attended all of the churches surveyed
were single-again. Also, only about 330 - 360 single-agains
attend a church that offers any type of ministry for their
circumstance.

4) 100% offered counseling for individuals in the process or
recently divorced - most by request. About 80% said they
would council children of divorced parents - some reluctantly,
but most had nct been asked.




5) Less than half surveyed knew of any organization other than
the church that offered financial aid.

6) About half knew of services available for emotlonal needs
(25% of those gaid the church),.

7) Only about 20% knew of any organization that offered social
activities (alternative to "Joe's Bar & Grill") for single-
agains.

Overall it does not seem that churches in this county are
adequately addressing the issuesz that face single-again
families. There are very few ministries for single-agains.
Few ministers are aware of what does exist in the county for
the spiritual, emotional, financial and social needs of the
gingle-again family.
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THE LISTING

The survey and subsequent research did provide some positive
results. First, as I said before, many ministers were very
encouraging. Some were interested in starting their own
ministries, some wanted to get involved in other ministries,
and a few were quite enthusiastic. I intend to follow up
with them.

Secondly, through the survey and interviews, I learned of some
ministries, services and activities for widowed. I decided to
include that information in the listing.

Finally, there are a few hard working, dedicated, enthusiastic,
self-sacrificing individuals who are providing support,
guidance, financial aid and encouragement for those rebuilding
their lives after divorce {(or the death of a spouse). And
there are many individuals providing peer counseling for
personal friends. GOD BLESS THEM!

I will be sending this Listing to every church in the county,
every organization mentioned within and any other organization
that could use it as a resource.

I am sure the attached Listing does not include all of the
ministries and services available in and arcund Koscuisko
County. Should anyone know of anything that can be added when
this Listing is updated, please call me at 491-2312.
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THE FUTURE

Upon sending the Listing toc the churches and organizations
mentioned before, "Step 1" will be complete. I call it "Step
1" because I hope this is not the last we hear of this issue.

I hope that more churches are motivated to start their own
ministry for single-agains, or that they get involved with
supporting one of the existing ministries.

I hope that a network is developed amoung the churches and
agencies so that everyone knows where to send someone who has
the need for any of the services that are available.

I hope that churches, support groups, organizations and agencies
involved in helping single-againsg work through, and grow beyond
divorce can share their ideas and successes; and therebye become
better at what they do.

Most importantly, I hope that more and more single-again families
are able to realize that they don't have to go it alone. There
are many of us who are here to help you.



Appendix A

1. Do you welcome single-again people to attend or be members
of your church? (If 'yes', go to next question. If 'no', Who
(or what church) do you refer them to?)

2. Approximately how many of those who attend your church are
single-again?

3. Approximately how many (not necessarily members) attend?

4. Do you have a Sunday school class or Bible study for
single-again people?

5. Do you offer fellowship or social activities specifically
for single-again people and their children?

6. Do you actively offer counseling for individuals in the
process of divorce, or recently divorced?

7. Do you offer any type of counseling or services for children
of single-agains?

8. If you do not have any of the above 'services' for
single-agains, do you refer them to other churches that do have
those 'sexrvices'? If "yes', what churches.

9. Approximately how many single-agains do you think we have in
Kos. County?

10. What services do you know of in this county for people who
are in the process, or recently divorced for:

a2) Financial needs

b) Emotional needs

c¢) Social needs (alternative to bars)

11l. Would your church like to be involved in activities (e.g.

Bible studies, Social activities, seminars, etc.) for
single-agains with other churches?



