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wilderness.  All that this traveler carn sep is trees, swrrounded

THE FUN TREADE. AND FUR TRADERTS OF HOSCIUSKG COUNTY -

Picture in the mind's eye, & lonely wanderer trekking through the
by brambles armd bushes. Share thorns may tear-at his legs and

arms. The pack he carries is heavy, and rno matter what season of  the
yeary e perspires heavily. This pareel is loaded with trade goods he
must tramsport upon his back from plece to place. This pack is full .

of materials that other humans wart arvnd will pay dearly for. This man

iz muech like awm Ivdiar, in bufkskins and wool. Hig main concern ig ta

trade for furs which ethers want, ard perhaps even kill For. This man,

given many rnamnes, may have come From many courntries by birth, buwt & 0

commovizl ity was that he was rugged by nature.

This i the romanticized vision of a fur brader that comes to
mivd as Sne thinks of Darniel Boone and Davey Crocketd. However, in
Hosciuske CGUﬂty; as well as inm other areas, men were not always I1ike
the individual portrayed above. In fact many wevre morey bungry
individuals that thought that the "ends justified the means”. They
book much and gave little. This paper will deal with both such mew.
Moreaver Tao fully urderstarnd the fur traders in Hosciuskea Cournty, an
inspection of the history of the eastern portion of MNorith fAmerica is
needed. fAs much of what happerned in Kosciuske County was determined
et i this ares, but ocftern in Ffar distant lamds. This history and the
palitical aspects go hand—ivn—hand. One such aspect deals
with the red man and the varicus ways that he was effected by the
trade. Arother area that meeds ingpection is that of govervmental
intervention—be it American, British, or Frevnch. It alsc is important

to see that the picmeer ethic did exist in the wildernessy yvet ta fully
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understand the workings of the Indian Traders, we must loaok at the .
urnsavory- side bow, s e : = - : R _—
This eva in histery is often forgotten by modery scoisty. IF
traders had not tramsversed the forests, i Indiams had not had eariy
comtact with the white man, if furs were not valued so highly, the
ramifications on history could arg would have been very sigrificant. We
oowlid sasily have still beern & colony, of England. Throunh many -
urkrowr,  ard & few recoonizgd Figwes, men wrought cut history in this
coeunty and ones just like it, Kosciusko County was right inm the middle
of the scerne of acticon from app. 1700-1850. The trader, and the
povarrment e represemted, this auther feels, plaved a sigrnificamt part
ivi the bhistory of Kosciuska Courdty, armd the larnd survrourding it. The
Ffur trader car be thought of as the astronguts of the trade sra. They
wert cut into vast unexplored areas that were unknowrn and brought back

urtold wealth. That wealth toock many foras-furs, larnd, trade, eto,.

THE BOLITICAL ASPECT OF FUR TRADING

The fur trading eva was vevry important to the Indiawms lands.
Without the individuals that led the way for the “whitemam?s”?
wmivilization, many different sets of circumstances could have
developsd. The Frevnch seem to be the ccuﬁtvy that started fwr trading,
Mowever, it scon turned into conme of America's largest irndustries. From
Nute we see:

"The French regime was responsible for the rige of this

umigue group of mern (fur traders). From the days of

@arliest exploraticn until 1763 a larvpe part of what is

today Carada and much of the rest of the continment west

af the Appalachian mountains was French tervritory. Iwvs

this vast region lived the zeveral tribes of Indiarms with

whean the French settlers about RQuebec and Montreal were not
slow to barter furs....Furs were in great demand in
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Europe and Asla, and both bhe English colomists along the

Mt larmtic swabosrd and the French in MNew Framoe supDosebed

themselves in larpe part by mesns of & very Flourishodng

fFur byade. 'l ) ] .
Mok omly were the fuar trading davs imporvtant to Ivdiama, but also they
helped shape the domestic ard foreign policies of marny countries.
From Mute, we learn that the fur trading era was so significant that
it brought about several majoer conflicts.

"iIv Americar and Canadian history these voyageurs played

& sigrnificarnt role. The fur trade was For gernerations

the whigf inmdustyy of the cortinernt. cw.«several of the

struggles between France and Oreat Britainm were cocasicned

by a desive to reap the vich profits of the Fur trade of

West bgcause the large fur fradirmg companies exercised power-—

ful influence over Ernglish, French, and fAmerican stabtesmeng

that Enpland!s manufacturers realised the importance of the

Ingdian country as one of their chief mavhetsy; and that

the control of the westerrn fur—tradinmg posts was one of

the chigf objectives of the War of 1815.Y 2

T moe Fully urnderstand the pelitics that the early tradeyr

fFaced in Indiama, soue significant details must be realized. /A brief

history is in ocrder.

Whern the Ffirst trader came to Kosciusko Courty, events had
anmurved previcusly that had a varying degres on his succeEss. The
Franch came toa Indiarma thvrough a series of rivers, poritages, eto. frcum
Fort Bornmchartrain. This fort was epstablished by Antocine de las Mothe-
Cadillac iy 1701, Its locaticn was ow the "debtroit” between Lake Huroon
arnd Lake Erie and gust below the mouth of the smaller Lake 8t. Clair.
Ive this Ffort Qadillac yvan things with am ivon fist. However, Indiarn
traoubles did exist.

M saabCadillac had some significanmt Indiaw troubles which

had presaged further troubles for 2ll Frenchmen with the

Irvdians in times to come. The relationships of the Indians
who flocked to Debtroit were not always cordial. Resident
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barmds of HMorors, OGbbawas, andd Chippewss estalblished camnos o
ar villages in cloge comjurnction to those Miami snd
ffotawatomi tribes who had come here from the St. Joseph
Fiwver area and that of the uppesr Maumees Rivewr. Thereg were
Fores, Bacg, and fascoutens, along with a few MeramivienS, ..
While all these Indian bBarnds oot along well topether st Firset
a rumosy suddernly arose and reashed the Qttawas that the '
Murers and Miamis were concoctinmg a plam to Joinving forcoes
and ambush them. The Gttawas acted First by attacking both
Hurow and Miami bl besmnsn. Cadillac, who might possibly
have grevermted it, since his influernce with the Indians
was styeang, was away Bt the time. Before he reburned;
great desal of bLlocd had beer spilled, includimg bhat of

8 Rerollet missiomary. Whem the commarmder did come bravek

e immedistely made a sericgus mistake by promising the

head of the Ofttawa chief to the Miami chief, thern did an
abrupt turrabout and pavdoned the Gttawas. Retaliating

ivn thelir amger, the Miamis killed thres Frenchoer,

foreing Cadillac to ilead his mew against them and make
them submid. But the fires of reserntment cormbinued to o
burys dn the Miamis amd they soowm moved south agsirv o ST
their previcus villages on the upper Maumes and the
headwaters of the Wabash. Ome factiow evern conbtimuasd Do
the Wabash to mear its mouth at the Ghic River...Here

they openly invited English traders i .. The Menmominees

argry over the whale business, packed ap and went back

acrass Lake Michigan. The Foxes, Sacs, and Mascoutens
vemained, but they were rnct especially liked by obther

tribes and war broake cutb iwm 1712. The remnants of the

Feox, Barc; avnd Mascouter tribes blamed the French for the
carmage and vowed there would come a day of yeckowming.. 3

ERRLY FUR TRODERS
A1l trade was regulated by licenses since fur frading
started iv Nerth America. The Frewchmer, whé wanted o be legal in

hig trading, was givern a license. Froam Nute we learn:

Ydicenses o ewter the Indiar country werse yeguiveds
certairn articles were praohibited iv the tradey and onmly
a specifiad rumber of traders might be licenssd in one
yvear. R man with sufficient capital toe purchase a
season's outfit acquired a license amd hired men From
his meighborhood to take the goods iy canoes o bthe
poivt at which the trader wished to sell higs wavres o
the Indiams.” 4

Few pictures exist of fur trappers in Kosciusko Sourby. The

ones that do show men in busimess suits, angd mot the Fur trading
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regalia.  However, sope writiem accournts exist of various traders; -
wovapgeaurs, arnd garly sxplorers. : c -

Firvat it must be uvwnderstood that the firet trader game from &
VY aGeur. This voyvapsyr was part of & large company that came fyrom
eithev-Quebec or Morntveal. Hig mairn purpose was to paddle cances.
Cances came in a vaviety of lengths and purposes. They were heavily
ladern with orecicus margo for drading. These men were wider the
girection of the proprietor or bouwrpecis. The voyageuwrs were movices
that did the hard work of transporting he goots o the tradaing posts,
arnd vetuwrning the furs to Canada.

Fyom these voyageurs came the hivernauts or wirntgrers. These
individuals staved at varicus logations, trading with Indians. Ther
wiviterere could have pasily stopped inm Mosciusko County, however, -the
avthor does mat have arny proof of such tradivg.

All of the above mewm were @ sturdy lot. They probably stood
abaut fFive feet six iwmches im height. A taller man would take up too
much valuable space in a canoes. The men wWere & vEYY urnever
praoporticned lat, as their torsc was huge, from soe meoh paddling.
Their legs on the other hand were very slight, as they did nmobt walk
much at all.

The wvoyvagewrs had a greast pride in his worhk. Te be such &y

individual weas the dream of manmy young Canadiarm boys. The imdividual

could paddie from fifiteern to eighteesn hours & day. He could carry fFrom

E00—430 pounds of merchandise on his back of racky portages. He lived

arn very litile while canceing, and did not complain.

Why were these traders so much more successful than their English

counterparts in the Indiarn trade? Orne reasorn was the ivexhaustible

desire for land. The Emglish were interested irvn Fursy but, they also
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coveted the lamd from which the furs ocames. The French omn fhe other -
framg did wnot wart land for themseslves. They were very cowbtert to

trade. _
They did wart to praotect "NMew Framce?” though. This was dane by |
& wall of sorts that would hopefully cubeff the spread of the Ernglish.
Aleca it was hoped that it would sway _the Ingdians in that area ta the
Fremch side. To do this a series of nine forts were bulld along the
iver vroutes that Tur traders used. Twe of these were Fort Miamils-vwow
Fort Wayne—and Fort Quisternan—which is now close to Lafayette, Later,
ivn 1733, arcther fort was established on Indiarma soail. It was called
Vincernmes., These forts became very active in trade, and Indiama, and
Hosciuska Couwmty played a very larpe part i this trade.

Echert explaims how these forts, whereas they took lamd s the
Ergligh did, actuzally cemented vrelaticons with the Indians.

"There were marny young white mern at these nine westerm

Fforts amd a distinot scarcity of yvourng marvriageable

white womer. It wag therefore not surprising that

& fair number of Fremchmern took thelr cue Ffrom the

Canadiarn coureuwrs de bois and coohabited with Indian

womer. OF this vumber, iv Fact, there were a good

mary who tock sguaws as wives., These marviages in

themselves tended to have a cementing effect on

French—Indian relations...sc that the Indians would ) B}

vick ally themselves to the Ewnglish.” 5

8o, the Frewnch were very much ivn commard of the avrea up to the
Frevnch and Indiarm War 1754-1763. After that time, organized Franch
comtral did not exist. However, the Indians were comfortable in
dealing with Frernchmern. Various English concevrns hired them to do the
trading. ALL went well until the Revolutiomary War., Thern apain, &
major shift iy companies and traders came into being. The Indiarns had

Just gotten used to the rew methods, whern the Evglish were custed, o

supposed to be cut of the Indiavma termritory. Turmail existed as rival
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Erglizh arnd fAmericsn raders trieg to win the Indians over. SEven

The men that held comtrol of the tradinmg companies were Qmerimaﬁg‘ ;_*
though traders of French heritage actually worked in the posts with
the Indiarms. Wher the fwericans took gover trade;, & more glaborate
systen of trade grew. Merchants would buy goods used for frading B
arnd transport them (o varicus fromtiey lopaticons, sueh as Detroit o
Favrt Wayrme. From here they were sent &y riveir, ta t%adimg peeis e, The
Irdians on the other hand wow were buying goods on orvedit at the
begivming of the seasons —This was new, and the Indians felt 1t wag

very pood iv the begivmiing. It wasmt't until they had to settle .
ac-aunts I the spring, whern pelts betame poor Decause of the warmer
westher, digd they fird how poor bthey really were. The Indian Soon
fournd e was a distinet loosey.  For if the season was excessively
poov, - -her last because he couwld mot pay the entirve bill. I

the seasorn was potd, he usually spent it all on goods, amd had o
borvow again for the mext year's hund.

After the hides were cclliected, they were tramspovied up river o
varicus locatioms. Most Ohic Valley furs seem to have gone ta New Yaork,
Fivst. Here some were sernt to tarming establishments in Amnericsa.
Philadelphia, turvned courntless rnumbers of musivrat and bgaver hides into
hats. Maost of the furs though were sent to London, where they were
sent, Yto leiprig, Germarny. Fram Leipzig the pelts eventually reached
their finmal users in BEurcpe, Chins, Greece, or Russia. Az all
purchases and sales were by commpission, & Tur trader iv the heartland
might wolt kKnow for vesrs if he bad made a profit.” &

However, preat profits were being made, and the Indians coming
aut the poarer. Ta somewhat control this, as early as 179G, all

traders had te post bowd and have a license.  Those that gdid siot have
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such license cowld have their good takew, snd rnot be allowed imboe
Iradiar courtry. Abowve all huge Tines could be levied agsimset bhese
W oEnts. However, this legislaticw scovr fell becauvse of
individuals that comtirnued to tahke gdvartage of the Indians.

B ormew FTorm of comtrol was thern establisthed somewhere arcund 1?36 o
that was a radical step for a new democovacy to Form. A factory system,
or goverrment owred trading houses were established. As early as 1801,
Sovervniar William Hervyy Harrisorn sstablished factoeries. Fort Wayne was
fournded in 1802, Fort Wayne was such a suctess that betweern "1802 and
1814, Fort Wayre did more business than any other goverwmment post in
the Old Northwest, althcough the sale of furs declined as the dWar of
1818 approached.® 7 Private traders and mercharts dig ot like this.
They conternded that this was a moriopely set up by the govervment to
reap rich profits for themselves: and above all it was a direct
interferencs with the traditionmal American enterprise system.

Howaver, the War of 1812 soon put a stop to all of the trading.
Irvdians stopped hunting arnd whites were deiven from the area. Fortd
Wayrme saffergsd so much, it was never to regain its old status. Ty
i814 the factory system stopped, becsause, the government was suffering
leogses. Boy, arny trader that was brave erncugh could cpew the doors to
tyade with the Indians.

After the war, many old Frermch families returned to the area and
resumned busirness. However, they were alsc joined by a group of
HAmericarn businessmer. Fort Wayvre apain became a certer forr drade in
thig territory. NMow we begiv to fivg artivity directly in the
Hosciuske County area. Mamy traders, mercharnts, brolkers ang Indian

Agent employees gathered ive Fort Wayne. Names such as Francoils
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“d,

Godfroy, Blexis Coguillard, FAravocis Comparet, and Jobes Duret,

came wmnd

mont likely tramsversed the Kosciusko County ares. They were Mrnow o

trade with Indiarns anywhere from the Peruy ares to Seuth Bend.

Mary of

these wmew kwew that they ccould mot conmtinue s before, being individusl

traders loosely cormected with ar agency. So, they teamed up with

fRpericans. One such RApericean that had a sigrnificant dimpact ow this

immediate area was John Jaoobh Astor.  Astor was arv extremnely shrewd

raavi, awd could and would uwse urnserupulouws methods to gain vast

mrofits. As shrewd busiress persons do, he went for political.

cavrbral. Rgaivt from Ankenbrush, we learms

"EY Compgress iv April, 23, 1816, the act forbad anmyvone
trading with Indians, except Anericasns. This enabled
Agtor to cut the Canadiarm campetition ocutb. Next Ashor
was able to get legisliation favorable to him which

worked to the disadvantage of cother PAmericearn competition.

Michigan Govermor, Lewis Cass, looked the other way at
times and one Senator was in Astoris pav. Evern though

it was against the law, Astor used liguor to get trade.”

8

SBppavently from letters este. Astor had a dream of controelling

the Grest Lakes btrade, through his fur comparny, the Americss Fuar

Company. Scowvy e had done this, Ivn the Hosciuskos ares ome of his

able lieutenants was Jearr B. Richardville, a nephew of Little Turtle

ard them head of the Miaml Indians in this area.

Richardville, was noet hind to his Rinsmen. Irve & time when

Indians were Ilacocsing their lands, a scldier’s pay was a few gollars =

mortth, arnd marny Indians were living o hand cuts, Askembrush tells us

this about Richardville:

*Much has been said about the huge riches gathered by Jean

Batiste Richardville, the half-French rephew of Chief
Turtle. Richardville, whose Indiarm wame was Pechewa,
was indeed wealthy. In arn era when Plioneer families

ivy the vicinity had few doallars for dows payments on govery—
ment lands, Richardville had growing piles of gold coins.
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Movey was a very scarog iten in the backwoods, vet Richardville |
et shipped in a safe or ivon sirong Box in which to stores
an estimated H2Z00, 000 in gold coins. I today’s reclaning, |
this would be like having several milliorn dollars in pash
ooy harnd, ' 9

O of the ways that Richardville made hiz living was by

apevating the portape between the Maumes and Wabash Rivers. The site

is recorded i Humtivgtow Indiana, where state roads 9 and 24 7 T

imbersect.
Astor in 1810 established his "Wabash OubtfitY. This avgamizaticom
held the upper hamd on trading Ffor several yveEars. The mémopoly 1t held

munt have beer worth Lillicmsg i & woorld where millicons was hard bo

contepbtualize. Marny local traders, like Richardwille, found it very
luerative to do busivess with fAstor. Often it was the omly place to
cdeal without traveling gpreat distarnces, which caused drastic reducticr |
iv profits. From Brnkenbrush again we learyn what a month's take was iwn
Fort Wayme Tor Astor:

"The degr skins wnumbered 1, 1403 the racooorn sking 26, 839y

peaver was listed at 26 pounds, therse were 733 skins of

cats and foxes; 83 otter skins, 251 mushrat shins, 24

bear skinms, amd three wolf skins. O cimMer bills were

ligted greater rumbers of woelves, bucks and does; three

Buffalc amd 21k, mink and lymx. 8Sixty pourds of beeswax

was alsa listed.” i

Traders learned to dispose this organization, but most
were helpless to doe anyvthing about it. Howewvenr, an ecormamico
development scorn opened the doors for obthers to enter this realn.

The Indians ne longer had furs to trade as they onee did. Rs
mentioned in a previcus section, the tribes of Potawatomis and dMiamis,
with lesser tribes of Delawares, Kickapoos, Wyarndots, and Wess were all
iceated in the Indianma area. fAll wernt well for the tribes until the

flood of settlers arvived from Pemisylvania and the Treaty of Ford

HWayne {18079} came into being. With the Treaty of Fort Wayme, William
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Hewry Harmisaon mepotiated  awly sgveral laWQE_?rmmﬁﬁ aﬁ,;awﬁ_iﬁ sl ey
indi@mvis. The trvibes all received a pittaﬁca QF_mmney, appraxtmately
$2B0. to $500. as arrmal armvities.  This push for land was one of the
contributing factors that led to the Indiaw participation inm the bar of
1812, Buring the war, tribes moved further novrth te be claser to their

suprly routes intoa Canada.l Hfter the British loss, Eeveral_ttibe -

staved there, givivrg up their Indiama land in the bavpsirs. The Tirst
magoe treaty forcimg Indians to give up their lands came in Ootober
18:8, Fram Trermert we learr:

"Federal negotiators-lewis Cass, Jomathan Jermings,
ant] Bewmgamin Farke for the PRotawatomi, Weay, Delaware,
arntgd Miami Indiarns to survrender cewbtryal Indiara. The
Delawsres, whe remained loval to the United States
during the war, suffered the most.....The subsidies
irtended For the Indiarns rapidly became the subsidies
For the trader, who realized bthat the fur rade could
noh last forever. Fur—bearing animals were alvready
begirming to diminish iwm runber, &nd the future vremovals
imevitable, enterprising cpporturnmists amowg the traders -
recognized that they could make swrer profits from

supplying the tribes with goods. in return for their

anruity morney. Thug the traders inmcreasingly begam

to cater to every desire of Indians arnd to supply

them with a large guantity of merchandise ov credii,

pavable at amuity time....Merchants kept a list of all
indebtedness and gathered at Indianm villages at the ammual
paymernt time fto ensure that they were paid before army

momey fell iwmtoe Ivdian hands. In several cases braders
indebted the Indiars to such arn extent that the whole

armuity would be paid to the mercharnts, leaving the

tribesmen te borvow orn the following yvesr's amnuity. " 18

Alesg, with the Irndians poing into debt so much, and people
lusting after the lanmd, the trader became involved in larnd specpulabtion.
It was such that it took presidemtial decrees Forr land to be sald,
however, if the local Indiarn agent scught such aporoval it was usually
mivern Thus, if the btrader was on good terms with the Indian fAgent,

he could swing some very good deals.

ENTER WILLIAM G. AND GEORGE W. EWING
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Irto this era of corrupticn and durpnoil step twe brothers who -
actuslly trod on Hosoiuske Courty scil. While the Ewing Brothers were
ot as  large as f#stor and the Smerican Fur Comparny, the fact that bhey
were very money hurngry is well documernted.

The Ewings, George and Williasm, along with btheir fathewr,

Rlexander first came imto the Fort bayrme aocea in app. 1822, Althcocugh
they did wot start trading with the Indiams For Furs st that bime,

"he (Alexander) did attempt to supply some of the Miamis' reeds.’” 13
This was in terms of salt. He was ane of marny whoe tried to well this
commadity to the Indians. At this he was net suctessfual. However. he
did do better at sellivmg them ferce rails. He gaimed "$350.14 which'’
came from am arnrdity fumd. i3

Iv Goeteher of 1824, and March of (885, William Ewing alomyg with
Johv Bourie, applied arnd reteived licemses to trade at Enmglish Lake o
the Karnkakee River. Both men were the fFirst white traders and received
the following instructions:

«« o they must confine their trade to the area assigned,

desl fairly with the tribes, take mo liguor into the

Irdian couwmbtry, report unlicensed traders to the agent,

pevsuade the Indianms to be peaceful, amd hire no -

fForeigrers. ” 14 p. 13 _

It was found that a wmore formally corgamized structure was needed
it the gevtlemern were to make vast sums of money. Sa in 1825 the (.
Ewing & Soms Company waz formed.

This organization tripled the dollar amount at Ewplish Lakhe, s
a second trading pest was established arcund the same area. Cleriks,
maestly of French descent were used in these trading posts {(this is an

important point to consider for later). The pelts and furs gotten from

the posts were sent to warehguses in Fort Wayre. In the beginming, the

-
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Ewings received all of their poods ta e traded From mEﬁO?’E‘QME?iEaﬁ
Fuy Comiary. Mowever, as it did all thase independernt traders, the
mecessity of going through this arch rival was repugrmant. So in the
yvear of 1826, the brothers started (o make these transactions thvough
the business enterprise of Buydam and Jacksor.

The broathers were not only busy making money, they were alsa
starting to make their mard im pelitics as wella Charles beEcame the
prasecuting attorney for the civouit cowt. One organization helped
the Ewivmps to a great extert, as well as obthesr traders. Thig was the
lgeal lodge of the Masorms. Beth the Ewing brothers held offices.

Here local traders, Indiaw fAgemts, and other individuals would gather
to gocialize. The climate was ripe for marny busirness deals, arnd the
Ewirgs were ready to desl. Hy the mid 1820'g, the brobthers had
established several trading posts. 8ome were at Fort Wayre, English
Lake, AUBENAUREE'S VILLAGE, and the Forhz of the Iroguocis. fgair From
Tramsert we learn that:

" waabut hired traders to handle its goods in northerws

Indiara rnear the Michigaw border. Im July 1827, BRievre

F. Navarre aogreed ta see EBEwing goods at this store at

8t. Joseph, and after 1828, Charles Reusseau acted asn the

Ewing agent at 8t. Jaoseph and Elkharit. 15 B 24

Much more could be writtern about the Ewings and fiow they soom
came ta dominate the local {(Kosciusko County avnd surroeunding) ares, but
more about the men themselves iz needed to fully understand them.

£ laoral pmperchant describes the brothers as,

"Ernterprising, laboricus, adventurous mern they were,

but sc devoted to business, so persistent iy the pursuit

of paiwn, that they had no time to enjoy the fruits of

their labar. I have ravrely met their eguals iwm business

capacity or general intelligence; very few have I Rnown

whea had less real enjoyment of life.” 16 g. 24

Ancther locok comes from Julia Gilmar, she states:
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"Ewing was a tall, wellr-proporticoned mar with excellent
marmers, as much as hoge iy & ballroowm as among the
Inmdians tradivmg furs. He had a cat~-like elastic step,
much admived by the Indisns. His mind was e@dxtremsly
guick, especially whern a business deal was wnder consider-—
atiorm, arnd ther ne ome could ggual him. The major flaw
ivs his character was that he was extremely nervous. bébrey
pressed, the princsly mammers gvaporated antd a kmife oe
purm would appear, rveady to serve, irw his hamd. 17 p. 282 —
Yet an ong extremely cold night in Jamuary 1835, he came upon an
Indian's camp. It was & small place called Deaf Mam's Villape.  Here
after the irnhabitants left for bed, am old Indiam Sguaw told a
marvelous story o Ewing. Her wame was Maconaguab, o- long sgeoe Francilg
Slooum. After being tocld the stovry, he comtacted relatives in
Pervisy lvarnis. The Ewings were 3 part of the fur tradinmg eva that many
vigualize when talking about cruelty to Ivdiars and taking goods and
larmd from them. ¥Yet ome had & soft spoet in his hesrt for this old
1 &ty
At this time ome other individual meeds toe be brought iwto dthe

picture. He was directly related to HKoesciusko Counbty. The readers

were iwntyoduced to a brother earlier. Frebher socurce was scupht to

make swre that Ankerbrush’s claim, that the Rosseauw's actually worked
fore the Ewings, was scught. Indiarna Urniversity states that:

"The Bwinges tried to get all the furs arournd Fort Waywe.
They scon enlisted traders at 6t. Joseph, ElkRart, Muncie,
ard Vincermes, arnd in 1830 wewnt to Logansporit.... PAmong the
more important of the Ewing agernts were the brothers, D,
and €. Rosseauw, who traded foor some yvears at 8t. Joseph

avid Elkhart.” i8

Pominigue Roesseau was one of the Frenchmern that English traders
came to realize could deal very well with Indians. He purportedly was

very faiy irn his dealings with the Indians. Fram the History of
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ef Kesciugske Coumnty, 1919, we learn:
"ROBEEAU WaS...vea& Ffriend te both whites and reds, a
master of the art of barter and trade, the first of
his race to make a haome within the bounds of the courmbty.” 13




i

Fraom the mewest history, Rosgiusha County 1836-1986, we pet a

more complete picture:

"Rogsean was borr about the veasr 1795 ivdo a Family

af Montreal fure traders andy, in 1818, the young

Dominigue is recovrded as being wear Herbor.s . ...

By 1820, Dominigue Rouseau argd his asscoiate, Hewry
Ossem, came to norbherns Kasciusko Coumty and began
apEyvations. These youthful Frenchmen were probably

auite dazshivng inm their traditional reds, vellows and
bBlues. Ossem, who marvied the daughter of Chief Richard-—
ville, settled on the Tippecarnoe River wmear present day
Omuwepns and Rossesuw hatd his post betweemn the future
villages of Milford and Leeshurg. Hermty everntually

moaved ot ard is believed toc be buried mear Fih. Wdayme.
PDamivigue alsc married an Indiar pivi, most likely

the dauvphter of Chisf Hawases, and Fathered a daughbter -
Matilda.

Hbhen Madame Rosseaw, &5 she was Rnown, died, the dasughter
was taker to be raised by her god-father, Rlexis Coguillard,
iv South Rend. "Tiiilv" Rosseaw, whoe never married, eovent-
ually moved to Warsaw and later to Califormia wherve she died,

Fallowing the death of his fivet wife, Dominigue married
fAggie Erviv, the daughter of Charles Ervin. The Ervinsg
were early and promivnent settlers of Blainm Towrnship. The
Roseaus were the parents of twoe sons, wha both saw service
iv the Civil War, amnd twe deughters.

eaHe also ran for the county commissioner onm the Demo—
cratic ticket. .aws Domivdgue Rosseau developed a coaugh
which is believed to be tuberculosis arnd died in 1845
&t the age of 49 yvears. His bwial site,-..1i5 ivn the
Leesburg cemetery meay the wbility buildivg. " 20

Fram Armstrorg, ard his History of Leesburg, we find that:

"Dominigue Rosseaw, who build s hewed log house on the
it mow ocwned by Samuel Garvett and at present cccupied
by Wallace butcher shop, and brought his goods from his
Indian tradivg past o Bone prairvie to Lessbuwrg and
opened his store. He afterward bought J.B. Chapman's
stank of goods and build & store yoom on the norih side
af Van Burean street, where the Stockey restaurant is at
this time. here he kept store fore twoe or three years,
but firmally sold cut ard moved to his farm morthesst of
oy, now owned, we think, my Emanuel Dubbs. @1

Not much more is "actually known” about Rosseau. It is hard to
e "sure® of any Ffurther descriptiomns. However, certaivr suppeositions

carr be made. Foy instance, his height can be suppoased to be arcuwnd 5
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feet six inches tall and he was prabably surly. This'lﬁﬁormatiwn was
givern earlier iw the description of a fur trader. He was a wirntberer,
- ore who stayed with the Indiams, soa that made bim mere intelligent
and ambiticus than the run—of-the-mill-trader. What things did he need
o knaw?  For he was the one that was actually dealing with Ivdians o
a day—to-day basis. Even though the Indians were much subdued, a
slight coculd bhave brought death to Bim.

Rousseau would have had to kmow about the wilds. He dide't have |
the luxuriess that the modery marn has. His life, iwnitially, could have
been much the same as the earlier French fur trapper coming from Ford
Miami o Ouiaternorn.

Warmth and Fires

He wonld have made his fires by Flinmt and steel, or gone other
method of oreating & sparhk. Ta usg Flivt and steel properliy, ome oust
something ta hold the spark made by stridtinmg the flint onto steel.
Thern, tirnder must be rapidly added ta take that spark and thern burs
veadily. Char cloth was & popkliar way of holdinmg the spari. Char
cloth is simply pure cottorm cloth that was super heated iv a closed
container, over a fire. This was often carried by humters, trappers,
and axplorers. Materials that were used as timdery to start a blaze
were certaiw‘birda rests, grasses, o hemp rope. This was made irnte a
sort af bird's rest that contained the char oloth iw the middle. As
the spark struck the char cloth) it was blown uporn by the individual.
The ochar dlath would ignite the hemp etoc. amd flame rapidly. Next the
birds nest would be placed upon the ground where smaller twigs eto
wawld be added, i hopes that a fire would ernsua.

If the weather was exceptionally wet, thern the vovageur might

take a candle to place underveath the birds nest, and dry out the twigs
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ard weed. A person knowing some basic tricoks couwld and carm start a |
fire im all types of weather.
Claothes, Coats, Hats, sto.

Mig clothes would have beern made of woeol, with & possibility of
leather parnts. ool was greatliy preferved, as leather is very coold and
holds maoisture. Wool om the other band will charmel water to the
bottorm of & coat ov shivit, thus leaving the wearer still protected to
sone exrtent. Yes, 1if totally immersed, & wool garment will be wet and
cold, but for the most part wool weas preferved, especially ivm the
wimter. Parnts would have besn breeches, which are pamts that are cub
aff Just below the Rnee. They fastern at the kRnee with either bubttownms
o same sort of draw string. To protect the legs heavy woolen scoks
ware worys ta just over the knee. After the 185307's pants were brought
into the vrealm of men's fashidm. These s5till were the buttorn Fly type,
arnd resembled the garb of bthe present day Amish mer. Fter when
cutside in snow, leggivs made of gither leather or woosl were worn. Mot
only did they protect the legs froam the coald, but alsc briars and forms
of pricikly abrasives that could harm the skin. These legpins often had
a flap that would cover the shoe o moccasiv Foot wear was to the
1850'g a simple moccasin that was of very sasy construction. It simply
was & piece of shkiv that fit over the Toot and was sown up the cernter.
For extended trips into the wilderness, 3 scle made of a thicher hide
cauld be added to the bottom of the moccasin. I wirnter oftewn twoe to
thiee moccasins might be worv. The first being of skim of some sork.
This would be treated with a concoction of arnimal fat and beeswax.

This would be the Torm of waterprocfing. Mmother moccasin made of old
socraps of weol blanket pould be added over this ivmer layer. This

woeuld add a grest deal of irmsulatiorn. If mecessary, woal, that has rot
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beer proecessed, could be added For Further warmbh. I wool was wob
avaitlable, certairn plant filamermts could be used (o add sofirness and
warmt .

Sumimey wearr proabably would have beern some zsort of cobtbtor shird
arnd cotton pants. Before the 1800's breeches could e worn without the
knee sccHs.  Rlso, wa have leavrned previcusly in this paper that the
French adapted to Indiam ways much more thayr Emglish traders. Rosreau
coculd have wory mither a breech cloth o breech clouwt in the very.
warmest months, especislly as he was married to arn Indiarn maidern. o
breech claoth i simply a pilece of cotton or linmerm oloth that passes
hetween the legs and is secured to the persom with & stving, belt, o
other means. The breech clout was more of &8 paly of short shorts that
frad the cloth hamping down in Fromt ard baok. SGhaoes would be sithey &
sirvgle pair of mooeasins or going bave footed.

A trader would have had to be careful though, as the Indians
liked cicth alsw. He would rnot have wanted to use scme of his Lrade
gocds to cloth himself o his family, unless he was long established
ard fairly affluent.

His coat would have probably beew a wool biamket ccat or capocte.
This were used by early traders, arnd were very serviceable., The capote
was simply 8 blanket with sleeves, more tharn likely a3 hood, and a
belt. They were very warm in winter, and did offer protection against

B

Transportation and Living Facilities
Rossean would have used the rivers as much as possible for
transporting his goods. In fact he placed his first trading post at

the edpe of a river. More than likely, the trader set a log cabin as




15,
moors a5 he possibly could. The creature comforts that it of Fered
warve vastly supericor to what Indians may have constructed.
Faod

The Miami Indians had garderss. Here they raised sguash
ard other vegetables. Also for a certain timey, the foarest were full of
LA, If Rosgman was not a good sheoet, he could have traded for food,
But this would be bad business-eating the profiis. However, owe did
ot vewnture irto the wilderness without certain swwvival shkills. If
the game was gene in the summer ardd spring, thern edible planmts were
available for thosmse who knew thewmw. With his gaw, probably a smocoth
bore musket, he could use either solid progectiles o shat. The shot
cowld e used for bird, souirrels, rabbits, eto. (It woueld be used as &
shot gur. Whereas the solid shot could be for larger animals.

Recreat iown

Bay light hours were valuable to the sarly settlers. After hours
making of varicus sundriegs was practical iF not vital. HMoccasins
and leather items cculd be Fashiorned. From the Kesgiuske County 1836~
1986 we learnm that:

PRtthough an accomplished woacdsmarn avdd more at ease

with the Indiawm tharn the white, Dominigue Rousseasu

seems o have been guite refirned. HMe oawrned a niumber

of boclks, diwming table, and glocking plass, brass eight- - =

day «lock and probably the county’s fFirst wood buwrening

cook stove. " 22 = - o '

Rousseaw could read and wreite, a matiter rot to be taken lightly.
It was very important amd more thar likely a prereguisite for getting
his job for Ewivg. His large amocunt of trappivngs of civilization mean
that at least at times, Rousseau was well to doo The article does wot

menticn if these were obtained before or after his fur trading days.

Specialization in His Profession
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fe Iz dvw any coocupatiorn, the trader must specialize. Hiws

pxpertise. fell in the community relaticrns area. Rossean was keow o
deal fairly with his Indian brothers. This did rnot come sasvy, and e
Lhan likely, &ver iv the erd he had to use his special krowledge to
help him. What tvpes of skills did he posses? One had te be the way
iy which he gave and btoohk presermts from Indians. PFresevts had been 2
way of life amorpst the Irndiams, so if traders wanted to be friewdiy,
Lhey must follow the patierr. It was an intricate pasttery though. s

Jacabs tells us:

Pivi & metaphorical languange of the forest, each gift
might sigrnify & wish o a pgreeting. Beveral pifis
might derncte special emphasis of one kind or ancther.
For example, ome pift might offer a prayer that the
price of trading goods might be reduced. Bwmother might
fFiguratively "light"” & warm ccuncil fire; still & third
might sigmify that 11 could speak freely. wwvwan {Traders?
chzserved that presenmts spooke more clearly than the lips,
From these illustraticoms, it is evident that the
amhassador of the forest had to be well-stocked with
suitable presents befoure he could make his wishes krown
ivi a public megting.” 23

Such gifts oftern were for the mern of the tribe. "Arms and
murititons were accepbtable toc warviors; goods internded for sachems
rsust be of a different typey and certain items, such as food, were
necessary at all times for z2ll groups.” £4

It iz esxiremely ivbteresting though that among ceritasis tribes,
the women oftew were catered to. Again Jaccobs states:

"Records bhear aut that both the French and the British
were aware of this influernce amtd used it iw their
dealings with the Indiarns. OFfficial lists abound with
raguests forr feminime gifts. Blanketz for women were a
GifFferent size fyrom those made for mer. Women's searliet
hose with clocks were im demand. The consistent reguest
For "lively colors" in calicoes, ribbons, angd gavtering
pointed to feminine tastes.” 8% ' : ---

Although, ceriain gifts were given in hopes of starting a
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dependeney.  For ingtance when Jewslry was firsd giverny, Indians had 7
mEwEy seer 5ilver. Hobh bthe male ang female segmewmt of the population
fell in love and uveed it for adovrmernt. Thus the trader had "hookegd”
the Indiarm to a different way of l1ife.

Looking further at this idea of specialization, Rosseaun reeded to
e what certaiv Forms of the Indian symboalism meart.  For instance,
aricther form of exchange was used iw the 17501850 periad. This -
WRE WEKIDUIT. The trader was ot interested in this as a mearns of
exchange, as he wamted furs. Thess wampum belts were actually made
From small shells that were painstakingly drilled and added to
strimgs. But wampum went beyond the monetary realm and held some
apiritual sigrnificance. For imstarnce wampws, 1iwn different cclors meant
differernt thimgs-war heing am example, These belts could be used for
presents, however, they were mainly means to start communication.

Just before all imdividual or group discussioms, a calumet was
pgiver to each visitor, "it was a sigrn that all of the village should
homor and respect him.” 26 This was a sigh of peace anmd conmtermtment.
Surprisingly, ancther form of piece symbol was bthe ax or tomahawk.

The term to "hury the hatchet” comes from this. Early traders found

that to bury the hatchet ivn a bottomless hole was a sigyn of everlasting

friemdship. This obvicusly was sipwificant if ftrade was to cowtinue.
Mormetary Rewards

Rosseau came to malke money. From the sectiorn above on the Ewirgs
it can readily be seewn that they defimitely expected monetary
remureration for thg gocids they bought. This ares was alive with fur—
bearing animals. A pecgraphy lesson of Kesciusko Cournty would point

e astounding amount of water that is presernt. HManmy animals that had
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pelts in vogue at that time came from water arsas.

Yet at times Fogssean couwld moet brimg iw the amoumts of furs
rneedaed, o gould not get the price he wewld have liked for them.
From Trenmedt we Fimd bthatz

Yot @mll these operations were limited iv scope and

nct always proafitable. For example, iv August 1888 : —
Foussean reported selling only six huwnddred dollave worth

of goods toe the Miamis at armuity time ard havivg to

gimpose of blankets, at & loss, o bthe AFC khen Indians
showed wo interest iv buying. ” 27

The author has twoe letters that entreat the Ewivg brotheras to
pive thewm some fFimamcial help in December, 1828 and Jarmusarvy, 1829 0
almc.  The actual words of Dominipgus Roussesu are:

"ewal am morry to tell vou that i have rnot seern nothing,

Forr the 8t. Jageph traders takes three Raccoure to the
Dlocoar ard the ....good Ffor nobhing. i da not Complane
exf Ms. Coguillard for he is doing motbhing. But Ms.
Talon he's the maw that has wasting the goods. i have
mak - taken three dollars Tor this month past. Sa you may
ees-that I am goimg to tell you the twruth i have wot 20
Dollars worth of furs yvet arnd the Beascon is soa unfavornable
For the Indians to humt that I am afraid if it Conmtinues
that all that we have tahern ivw is nearly all that we
will Make this Season,. Nevertheless if you do net give

us Further Encouragement you Carvnot expect us to dispose
of the Ballence of the goods, Sentlemen i thamk you are very
dewitful i am Surpirse of you, you have rnot met recording o
VOO . o « « « REspecting to my memncrandum i had sent by Mo,
Gedfrey i1 have lost & or 3 weehs. «uueaxsyorr have promise
to rite tae me bhut yvou have noatwhat stops yvou from ritimg to
e . Bhould that vou will rite me or fue lirnes respecting

. w e Furs.

I Remair Your PMost Chedient
sigrnatwre 28

The other letter alsc bemcans the faot that mothing has been
writben ta Mr. Roussesu from the Ewings. No matter if the man had an
eight day clack, he had to pay his price for it too. 8o, trading was
ot always lucrative. This says a lot for the pioneer sthic that sa
this mar displaved. It iz easy ta see how & many could start tao deal

in alechel, shoert charvge the Indians, or do obther dirdy trichs.
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Howewver, the fact st211 remains that Fousseauw wert down ivn history as _ —

cier af the mern that treated Indians well.

CONCLUSION

Kosciuska County was iwm the "thick” of the fur trading business.
Mavry avenues and approaches may be taken fram this papey and used to —
fimd odt much, much more. With the reswrgence of Hrnowledgs foousing
an the Freanmch and Indian dar and the factors that proceedend and
coourved ripght after, rew facts opewm themselves. MHew like Roussesu and
{lssem came onkoe the area and apened the door for those who Fallowed in
& wholescnhe marnrier. Those like the Ewivgs left a bad taste in
MHighory?'s moubbh. They did copern the door for those who wished to take
the Irndian’s land and their noney. However, they tog fourd pood. The
stoary of Macoragush could fFimally be tcold because of one lone brother
being cold one wight and sharivmg the hespitality of an Indiam.

Mopefully this articie will cpern the doors for others o explore
thig aspect of the County history o~ ohher facits. Alse, hopefully
this worh will stimulate scmeornt to see what other mern saw ivn an

earlier time pewviad. It iz a&ll interesting, and very enjovable.
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