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GIFTED CHILDREN HAVE RIGHTS TUU

Gifted children are a small group of neglected youngsters
in nearly every school system. They are highly 1ntelligent
1ndividua1§ whe may he encouraged by thelr parents and educa-
tors, btut not adequately stimulated to use thelr naturasl abilitiles,
The teachers ignore them to & certain degree and don't give
them as =much time slnce they usually are good students with
excellent grades. They aren't rewarded for their great intelli-
gence and eagerness for knowledze., They are often cast aside
white slower children recelve extra time and effort.

The characteristics of glfted children are present at a
early age., Even as tcddlers, théy have an advanced vocabulary
and learn to use thelr language easily. They have an ability
to grasy the cause-effect relationship, which ls the sense of
how certain things work or hapren and what the ponsequences
are., 'Alsc. the pre-schoolers have long perlods of deep concen-
tration and continue thelr focus of thought long after other
children tire. At the school age level, they contlinue to have
a longer attentiocn span and learn at a faster rate. They are
more sensitive to others and to their surroundings than the
average chlld and more determined to find answers to thelr gues-
tﬁons.1 One of the most important characteristics is their
ability to retain what they lesrn without much drill.2

The majority of gifted chlldren are superior in all
academlcs., A few may be superior in only one field and still
be falrly normal in all other arszs. There are slso the kids

that are considered to be exceptlonally creative in the arts



(2)
snch as nusie, dance, theatre, or creative writiong. Leadership
atllity is another fleld that children mnay exhibit talent.3

Farents usually are the first ones to notice thelr child's
suprene intelligence, tut =ay not he consciously aware of it then.
They soon Alscover that their offscring is well ahesd of normal
developrnent, tut unless the child shows extreme avility, they
probably won't relate thils advarceod hehavior to being sgifted or
talented.l

When these youngsters enter school, the teachers hecome
aware of them by daily observations and by the high zrades
that they achieve, Giftedness may also be deteramined from
results of achievement tests, 1.Q. tests, and psychological
tests.k All of these tests can be glven by the school or by
a private source that the parents or schoocl may refer to,

Gifted chlldren have many probtlems that are created as a
result of their high intelligence. Thelr peers oftén label
them as "freaks" and are jealous of thelr extreme akilities.
Thelir teachers ignore them either because they are not properly
gualified to teach these youngsters or because they feel these
chjldren‘are capable of achieving by themselves.5 The gifted
often become disclplinary problems iIn the classrcom due to
boredom and frustration, Sometimes they refuse to do the
required school work or 1ose interest in thelr projects and
nefer finish anything, Many become so tored that they drocp
ount of school. In one study done In the Midwest, it found

that gifted children drop out of school at a rate from three to

five times greater than other students.6
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Exceptional chlldren have a sreater tendency toward emotion- -
al protlems due to thls incressed toredom, frustration, and
from the enormous gressure placed on them Ly their parents,
teachers, peers, and themselves, Thelir teachers znd parents
expect more from them ss hirh achlevers while their own natural
Arlve lncreases the frustration. The pecr pressure is extrenely
great tecause they appear different from noraal children. A
study done last year in Pennsylvania found that "more than half
of the youngsters referred to a progran for emotional disorders
had 1.8.'s of more than 130, which 1s the teginniang of the
rifted range."? This proves that often these children have more
problems than the average chlldren and get little help in
coping with their numerous abstacles.

When these briszht children's superior abilities are not
fullj stizmulated, they often use 1t in undesiratle, anti-socizal
behaviorﬂ This may te exhlitited bty becomlng rang leaders,
drug dealers or other unlawful characters. They may turn into
schrewd, efflicient business people and many tlnes are able to . _
elude the law with their genius ainds.

It has been found that glfted fenales and glfted children
from minority groups are overlooked mnore than other exceptlonal
children.g_ When it comes to occupations:and educatlion, soclety's
0ld ideas that girls aren't as important as boys still exist.
Soclety also feels that minority groups probably wouldn't do any-
thing with thelr education if a proper one were gilven, These
areas should have immediate attention and the legal backing to

eliminate the Injustices.
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Farents of the rifted mare reluctant to seek help for
thelir brilliant offspring., They may have an idea that their
child 1is especlally bright, but soclety nakes them feel gullty
or conceited if they make any effort to encourage this chilld
to the fullest., They forget that thls child 1s nandicapped
ln a sense and should have Jjust as much risht to a guality
education as the slower child. The parents should express
thelr feelings and confront the school wlth theilr opinlons.
They must be careful not to break the commnmunication lines
with the school and thus put mnore stress on the child. If
the school refuses to test the child or to refer the child
to a psychologlist, the parents should seek the testing thewm-~-
selves, Perhaps, the parents willl be able to convince the
school officlals that thelr child 1s gifted and should
receive individual attention. Then the.sdhool shuld work
along with the parents and aid them wilth the dally inveolve-
ment In the education of their exceptlonal e¢hild., Eeczuse
of this continued reluctance from parents, most gifted
children are never discovered ahd properly developed.

The concept of gifted chlldren is a falilrly new objective
in education, and many educators have been slow to accept
programns for it. Some feel these high-achleving youngsters
are the last ones that need extra help a~d use the funds in
another needed area. 0Others feel malnstreaning a2ll students
i1s the most important factor and feel specilal programs for

the gifted is contrary to this. Many schools have such strict
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gtrucshura’ renulrezants that s rLrosran of  smccelerated curri-
culun for the gifted would not neet thelr rigid staandards.

They think students should _take all courses offered at each
level, Some schnols see the need for the additional assistance,
tut Aon't have sufficient funds tc start the program or to
hire a qualified teacher. Ferhpas if we had some legislation
Lo provide for the gifted, more funds would be appropriated.
Many methoda to provide the correct stlimulus for these
advanced children have been proposed. One such method 1is
that the gifted ¥ids should spend part of their time in
school #1th other gifted chlldren. They must get the feeling
that they are not alone in the world. Alsc this anlinated
group provides a portion of the gxtrs stlimulus that they
need.lo
One large, nearby schnol system has gone one step farther
and has set up an ideal =lfted program. They have take: one
of thelr elementary buildings and use 1t entirely for the gilfted.
This pives students thereg the extra stimulus that each needs
tut also makes them feel more accepted with others like themselves,
Finding: the' gifted at an earlier ageiis oneithe of the best
ways to help them., I propose that schools do pre-kindergarten
testing. Thils would easlily find the advanced child and then
nore thorough psychologlical testing could te done for them.
to find the truly gifted. Then the school could provide additional
ald with other forams of stilaulation.
Some schools may use any or all of the kinds of accel-

eratlon as another method to help the exceptiocnal cnes. Sonetines
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gifted chlldren are discovered before normal school age, and
then they may begin school at an earlier age. Educators
feel if the child is gifted academically, they usually are
gifted sociably and emotionally. Another method of acceleration
is skipping grades. Some school offliclals feel this 1s a bene-
ficial way to provide proper education for these youngsters
becaunse it glves the students the rapld advancement that they
need to prevent boredom and frustration, Still others feel the
only way 1s to keerp the kids at the normal grade level and
Just provide more stimulus through lndividual advancement in
any bpart or in all areas of education. Often, this is difficult
for the teachers because they may have several students advaneing
at different rates in the same class. Educators that have
worked wlth older gifted children feel that some of these kids
should be allowed to take college courses before they graduate
frorn high school. Thls ¥s an extremely good way for pupils to
advance in one chosen field and still get the rest of the classes
that are not in thelr glifted area.11

I feel that every school system which ?rovides special
ald to the slow learner should also zlve extra help to the
gifted, Just think what fifteen minutes or an hour extra per
day or even week would do to help the glfted! They learn and
pick up ideas so guickly that little time would have to be

spent on each while much more time 1ls spent accordlngly on

each slow child.
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I recommend that we mandate government to provide funds
for the proper educatlon of the gifted. After all, two to four
per cent of owr nations eleaentary and secondary school pupils
are gifted.lg The federal government provides siyxy and one-half
milllon dollars annually for the gifted while over two billion
is provided for the educatlion of the economlcally disadvantaged
gnd slx-hindred million for the education of the handicapped.13
I realize that getting any addlonal funds will be difficult
due to the fact that education 1ls of secondary interest to
most of our nations population since only twenty-elght per cent
of our households have school acge c';lrxil-:lren.L{‘L It seeqns llke
such a waste that laws have to be made before people will
accept any beneficial change and provide for such an important
group of youngsters. 1 strongly agree with Gene Maeroff when
he said;
"Being gifted in America can be a liability.
And untll the country wakes up to this fact and
decides to do somnething about it, the ainds'--

and futures'-- of Tgny young pecople will continue
to be squandered.®*-
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